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Report on EASST General Meeting  

 

EASST holds a General (members') meeting every 2 years during the Conference.  It is an 

opportunity for Council members to report on activities and EASST's financial situation.  It is 

a chance for members to ask questions and propose changes.  Fuller details of EASST's 

governance can be found at www.easst.net/about-easst/ . 

 

EASST held a General Meeting at the Toruń Conference on Friday 19 September 2014.  

Below are the draft minutes from that meeting. 

 

Draft Minutes of General Meeting 2014 

 

Fred Steward, EASST President welcomed members to the meeting. 

Members in attendance: Fred Steward, Ingmar Lippert, Ignacio Farrias, Franc Mali, Govert 

Valkenburg, Josefine Raasch, Manuela Perrotta, Stefano Crabu, Claudio Coletta, Ulrik 

Jørgensen, Ana Delicado, Sally Wyatt, Nobuko Ueno, Kasper Ostrowski, Cornelius Schubert, 

Attila Bruni, Alvise Mattozzi, Andrzej Nowak, Miguel Domènech, Sampsa Hyysalo, Harro 

van Lente, Maja Horst, Marton Fabok, Pierre-Benoit Joly, Krzysztof Abriszewski, Marc 

Barbier, Ivan Tchalakov, Adriana Valente, Tommaso Costellani, Cordula Kropp, Robin 

Williams, Julian Stubbe, Maximilian Fochler, Ulrike Felt, Benjamin Weiner, Jan Schank, Les 

Levidow, Ann Sætnan, Sonia Liff. 

Non-members: Alena Bleicher, Bilel Benbouzid,  

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting. 

These had been available from the EASST website.  Fred Steward reported that the main 

issues included some comments on the Copenhagen conference which had been taken into 

account in planning the Toruń conference.  There has also been agreement that EASST 

should adopt a new legal status and the launch of journal Science & Technology Studies.  

The latter two issues would be reported on as part of the report back on the last 2 years. 

The minutes were agreed as a true record. 

 

2.  Report on the activities of the EASST Council 2012-2014 

 EASST organisational form.  As agreed EASST has now become a Vereniging (a not 

for profit organisation) in the Netherlands.  This was achieved without any substantial 

changes to the Consititution.  EASST has been registered with the Chamber of 

Commerce and we have a Netherlands postal address and bank account.  These 

changes have streamlined EASST's operations and protect Council members from 

individual liability.  Overall this makes EASST more resilient as an organisation.  

 Membership and membership benefits.  EASST council has been working to improve 

membership benefits and grow the membership.  We have been improving our rate of 

people renewing their membership.  We currently have around 700 members with 

nearly 70% paying the full membership rate, 25% student members and 5% other 

discounts.  Over 90% of members come from Europe, broadly defined.  About a third 

of all members are from the UK or Europe. 

 Supporting the community and networking within it.  Grants have been allocated to 

support activities and events in the year between conferences (2013).  EASST Council 

had a second (the first was in 2010) meeting with representatives from National STS 

organisations.  This has been reported in a recent EASST Review and led to a 

commitment to continue to pursue strong informal relationships.  EASST Review and 

http://www.easst.net/about-easst/
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the Eurograd discussion list support networking between members and within the 

wider community. In broader terms Council wishes to increase the visibility of STS in 

Europe, including through our new journal Science & Technology Studies. 

 The Toruń conference.  Organising this has been a major activity for Council over the 

last year.  EASST has taken a bigger role than usual, supporting the local organisers 

by taking responsibility for registration and other issues using a new conference 

management system which integrates with our membership database.  

Krzysztof Abriszewski (conference chair) reported on the conference.  He particularly 

commented on one of the aims of having the conference in Poland was to strengthen 

the STS community in Eastern Europe and in Poland.  He said it has been difficult to 

engage scholars working in the field.  STS does not exist as such in Poland, but 

consists of scholars of working within different disciplines also engaged in STS.  

Polish scholars and indeed students have participated in the conference and have 

thereby been introduced to STS and this way made STS more visible in Poland, 

including the size of the community which had been perceived as more marginal by 

scholars in Poland. 

A Polish scholar thanked the organisers for the conference and emphasised that it is 

difficult to organise critical conferences (also) in Poland and emphasises that it may 

be important for establishing STS in Poland even though it must be followed up by 

more activities.   There was some discussion of how that might be done. 

The meeting thanked Krzysztof and his colleagues for their great efforts and 

impressive conference.  Following the successful social he was congratulated for 

producing fireworks for the first time in STS history! Thanks were expressed through 

warm applause.  

 Financial report.  The summary budget was circulated to members before the meeting 

and can been seen on the following page.  Harro van Lente (treasurer) explained the 

budget.  Council's approach is to be cautions with spending and to keep a significant 

reserve.  This is intended to cushion the organisation against the unpredictability of 

income through membership and particularly conferences.  This currently amounts to 

around 100.000 Euros.  Council has been discussing whether this is correct / whether 

we should be spending a bit more.  

Les Levidow asked whether the variability of membership income between 

conference and non-conference years could be addressed by a two year membership 

offer.   

Council has decided to address this through encouraging members to sign up for a 

continuing membership payment which has reduced membership churn.  Membership 

price needs to be comparable with that of 4S as those coming to joint conferences can 

choose either and a 2 year price would be uncompetitive in those years. 

Members thank Harro for his work. 

 EASST Review.  Ann Rudinow Saetnan will retire as editor after the September 2014 

issue.  She announced the vacant position and emphasised that the editorship is a good 

career move and it does not take too much work. It takes about 3 days per issue, and it 

is even (partly) fun.  EASST Council has considered different ways of editing the 

Review and is keep to discuss this with potential editors.  The editor becomes a co-

opted Council member.  Ann will provide the new editor with written instructions for 

the publication procedure. 

Fred and the members thank Ann for her 8 year editorship of the Review.  

 Science & Technology Studies.  Sampsa Hyysalo, S&TS editor, reported on the first 

two years of S&TS.  Submissions of papers to open calls have improved and there is 

also a healthy stock of Special Issues both in development and proposed.  There has 
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been an increase from two to three issues per year. The intention is to move to 4 

issues when this is sustainable – perhaps in 2016. S&TS is in Scopus and SSCI 

evaluations are in process. Steady growth in website views since S&TS turned into 

the EASST journal in 2012, about 6000 counts per issue.  Web platform has been 

updated, but we need a real publishing platform in the future. Editor rotation: Two 

editors have stepped down, one new has been appointed. Sampsa steps down as a 

coordinating editor in 2016 after 10 years. New mission statement and scope has been 

developed in the editorial group. Comments are welcome.  

Sally Wyatt: 4S has started a new open source journal.  Do you feel you get enough 

high quality contributions?  

Sampsa replies that the editorial board has had internal discussions of whether we 

reject too many papers.  Feel that it is important to keep the quality of the journal 

high.  Feel that there are enough contributions, and the field is growing, so we are not 

concerned.  

Members and Fred thank Sampsa for his work 

 

3. Aims and Strategy for the following two year period (2014 – 2016) 

 EASST/4S 2016 conference 

EASST Council has publicised the call for venues but has not yet been able to find an 

appropriate host for the 2016 joint EASST/4S conference. The call will be reissued. 

The Council prefers a southern European location, yet due to the urgency of finding a 

host the Council has broadened the search to whole Europe. The Council prioritizes 

the organisation of the conference by a group at a university (in contrast to a 

professional company organizing it or a hotel solution). We are in a very positive 

dialogue with 4S about the future organisation of conferences, which is becoming 

increasingly challenging due to the increase in size of the conferences. Also, the 

temporal overlap between 4S conference and EASST-only conferences is being 

discussed.  

 EASST awards.  Our awards for collaborative activity will be announced this 

afternoon. The awards have been very positively received by the STS community, 

particularly the collective focus is highly appreciated.  We would aim to continue to 

make such awards. 

 Non-conference year activity.  Council intends to issue a call shortly for both network 

and workshop activity.  As on previous occasions a condition would be a report in 

EASST Review to share the experience with the wider membership. 

 Collaboration with national associations.  The aim is to build on our meeting in 2013 

and to ensure that we regularly exchange information and publicise activities and 

events through each others' networks.  Also look for other ways to increase the 

visibility and voice of STS in Europe. 

 Elections.  Council consists of 8 elected members (of which one is a student 

representative), plus the elected President.   

Of these 2 members (Attila Bruni and Laura Watts) have come to the end of their 4 

year terms. Fred thanked them for their contributions.  

The Council now looks for nominations and encourages members to nominate 

themselves (see separate notification). The election will open on 17th November and 

will take the form of an online ballot using Survey Monkey and will run until 15th 

December. 

 Horizon 2020.  EASST intends to take some initiatives in relation to Horizon 2020, 

following the discussion in one sub-plenary session at the conference.  EASST 

Council would like to support the community in participating in this call.  
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4. Any other issues 

None were raised by members.   
 

The President thanked members for their attendance and council members for all their work.  

He reported that Council works very effectively as a team. Special thanks go to the EASST 

office staff, Sonia Liff.  


