
1 
 

Successful applications for EASST support for 2015 activities 
 
Does History Matter? Techno-sciences and their historically informed policies 
A workshop to be held at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece 
Award: 1,000 Euros 
Applicant: Stathis Arapostathis 

Brief Description:  What is or what can be the role of history in public policies relevant to science and 
technology? What historiographical perspectives are more pertinent to historically informed techno-
scientific policies? Can a historian of science and technology have a role in policy and decision 
making?  These are the main questions that the workshop is aiming to address. In the resent years 
historians are seeking to place themselves more centrally in the public life. The last decade the 
extended and dynamic research network History and Policy (http://www.historyandpolicy.org/) aims 
to link historians with politicians, policy makers and journalists. Recently in the autumn of 2014 the 
book The History Manifesto (CUP, 2014) by Jo Guldi and David Armitage has triggered continuous 
public discussions about the role of history in public policies of present socio-economic problems 
(http://mbsbham.wordpress.com/responding-to-the-history-manifesto/).  Historians and 
sociologists of technology have worked on historically informed policy scenarios and have conducted 
policy relevant history the last two decades. A whole new field that of Transition Studies emerged 
through such synergies and approaches (Geels, 2002; Schot and Geels, 2007; Geels, 2005; Smith, 
Stirling and Berkhaut, 2005; Bijker, 1999).  In this context the workshop aims to bring together 
historians of science and technology, sociologists, innovation studies as well as policy analysts in 
order to reflect on the role of history of technosciences in the making of science and technology 
policies.    
 

Launch event for new UK Science, Technology and Innovation Studies national programme and 
Association 
To be held at SPRU, University of Sussex, UK 
Award: 750 Euros 
Applicant: Andrew Webster 

Brief Description:  UK academics and PhDs met in the summer of 2014 to discuss plans to build a new 
Science, Technology and Innovation Studies (STIS) platform and formal STIS association in the UK (to 
be called UKAsSIST). There is a need for a national body to embrace the many strands of STIS 
(including for example those in medical sociology, business and management, social geography) 
which reflect the transdisciplinary orientation of the field and its ability to trade on crossing 
boundaries.  There is also a need at the same time to protect STIS in these various niches especially 
where there is no strong local ‘centre’ to bolster this especially for the new cohorts of STIS PhDs 
across the UK and to link them to PhDs in STS programmes across Europe such as the WTMC in the 
Netherlands.  We believe too that there is a need for a stronger national association to contribute to 
the activities of EASST in a more strategic way than at present. We are also keen to ensure that STIS 
is represented in other professional and policy settings (such as, in the UK, the Parliamentary Office 
of Science and Technology, and in Europe through our links with Brussels and DGR&I) 
 
 
Science and Research in Popular Culture (Small international conference)   
To be held at Klagenfurt, Austria   
Award: 1,000 Euros 
Applicant: Joachim Allgaier  

Brief Description:  Research on public engagement with science has strongly focused on science 
content in journalistic news media. However science is also often part of wider popular culture and 
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these other popular images of science and research are also likely to have an influence on public 
perceptions of science and research.  We are interested in bringing together various perspectives on 
science, research and popular culture (scientists and researchers, artists, media professionals etc.). 
For instance, we’d like to learn more about how science and research are presented in different 
formats, for example fictional movies and TV series, in comic books and cartoons, in music and music 
videos, on social media sites, in artistic and theatrical performances, science slams, parodies.  Other 
interesting questions are how various audiences perceive science and research in various popular 
cultural formats. Are scientists and researchers relating to issues, themes, topics and channels of 
popular cultural as well, and if so how? What role do humour and aesthetics play in the 
representation of science and research? What are science and technology studies perspectives on 
popular culture and science and research? How can perspectives from cultural theory and (science) 
communication research illuminate the interrelations between science, research and popular 
culture? 
 
STS Austria – launch event & workshop  
To be held in Vienna, Austria   
Award: 1,000 Euros 
Applicant: Maximilian Fochler 

Brief Description:  The event will launch a new national STS association: STS Austria, which will be 

formally founded already in spring 2015.  Aims of the event are to:  (a) Increase the visibility of STS in 

Austria in the public and the policy sphere; (b) Foster the international orientation of STS in Austria 

by inviting 2-3 international keynote speakers (particularly speakers able to share experiences of 

national STS associations in other countries); (c) Engage Austrian STS researchers in a topical 

dialogue on strengths and focuses of STS in Austria; (d) Foster the networking of junior researchers, 

and their integration into the national & international STS community.  The event will be a three-day 

workshop (Thursday noon until Saturday noon), including a public evening event celebrating the 

launch of the new association. Workshop sessions will be on cross-lying topics in the Austrian STS 

community. There will be an emphasis on the participation of junior researchers.  It will be hosted by 

the University of Vienna’s STS department, with support by other Austrian STS institutions.  

Technosciences of Post/Socialism 
Workshop to be held in Budapest, Hungary   
Award: 1,500 Euros. 
Applicant: Zoltan Gyimesi 

Brief Description:  The conference will provide a venue for scholars mainly from Eastern Europe with 
a dual purpose: (a) to build up an STS understanding of socialist and postsocialist experiences; (b) to 
facilitate a collaborative STS academic network in the region with integration to the wider EASST 
community.  The former socialist bloc is a blind spot on the STS map. This small conference will be 
based on the discussion topics identified and the academic connections established during the 
January 2014 Budapest STS workshop and the September 2014 Torun sub-plenary.  The two-day 
workshop will consist of plenary discussions on the first day, and thematic workshop sessions on the 
second.  Possible keynote speakers:  Zsuzsa Gille, Andrzej Nowak, Katherine Verdery, Martha 
Lampland, Johanna Bockman, Tereza Stöckelová. Planned workshop themes: (a) Material legacies of 
socialism from the mundane to the utopian; (b) Alternative modernities and shifting technoscientific 
agendas under socialism; (c) Post/socialist technocracies: elite regimes of technoscientific 
knowledge; (d) Technopolitical continuities and ruptures in pre/post/socialism; (e) Technoscience in 
the global semi-periphery: knowing and (re)producing unequal relations; (f) Bodies, subjectivities 
and affective temporalities in Eastern Europe.  We expect around 50 participants. 
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Science and Technology as Way of Life: Observing the Practices at Confined Research Stations and 
Large Technical Systems in High Mountains   
Summer school to be held at National Astronomical Observatory Rozhen, Bulgaria   
Award: 750 Euros 
Applicant: Ivan Tchalakov 

Brief Description:  The 15th Summer Field Practice of B.A. sociology students at DIAS will take place at 
National Astronomical Observatory “Rozhen” and nearby technical facilities (Snejanka 
Telecommunication Tower, Teshel Hydropower Station) at Rhodope Mountain, Bulgaria. With the 
support of EASST we would like to invite up to 12 STS European colleagues with their students to 
take part in it.   The Summer School will begin with two day theoretical and methodological training, 
followed by three days of field work, where working in small groups of two or three under the 
supervision of their professors, the students will carry out  1) ‘Classical’ STS study of research and 
engineering practices; 2) Study the effects of the operation of research organizations and technical 
facilities with their unique equipment on local social milieu, taken in its socio-economic, cultural and 
"civilizational" dimensions.   The school ends with presentation of the collected data and discussion 
of the ways to approach and analyses it.   The success of STS summer school at Rhodope Mountain 
will contribute to the realization of our goals to establish University of Plovdiv as “The Bulgarian STS 
Center” and to attract the interest of B.A. sociology and anthropology students in the region and 
wider Europe in studying STS.  
 
 


